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Why Markov had requested to be excommunicated
from the Russian Orthodox Church?

In February 1912, the eminent Russian mathematician Andrei
Andreevich Markov (1856 — 1922) sent his request to the Most Holy
Governing Synod of that Church. His request was not granted; the
Synod resolved that Markov had seceded from God’s Church. And, a
comment on one of the intermediate internal letters of the Synod
stated: excommunication would be too honourable for Markov.
Emeliakh (1954) documented this episode by fully quoting archival
SOurces.

So why had Markov requested to be excommunicated, and why in
February 19127 Markov himself answered my first question, but it is
likely almost forgotten and no answer to my second question was ever
offered, whereas even the mere fact of hisrequest is barely known,
even in Russia

Markov justified his request: he did not believe in Biblical stories,
did not see any essential difference between icons and idols, and,
finally, he did not sympathise with any religion which, like the
Orthodoxy, is supported by, and in turn lends its support to fire and
sword.

Tolstoy who died in November 1910 was excommunicated in 1901,
and the comment too honourable (above) evidently meant: Markov is
not Tolstoy. Hardly known is that in 1910, during Tolstoy’s last days,
the Synod discussed whether Tolstoy should be admitted to the bosom
of the Church and decided against it. Thisfact is documented in
archival sources and in atiny anonymous note (1910).

In 1912, that decision of the Synod had been likely remembered,
but the question still remains: why did Markov wait more than a year?
| think that he was prompted by the notorious blood libel, the Beilis
affair, arepetition of sorts of the Dreyfus earlier affair.

Belilis, a humble white-collar employee of aKiev brickworks, was
accused of murdering a boy of a Christian to use his blood (thus
completely defying the Jewish law!) as part of areligiousritual. The
investigation dragged on for about two years, but then Beilis was
acquitted by the jury, by ordinary Russians.

Before and during the trial an anti-Semitic campaign supported
from above had been launched. Many public figures had protested
whereas Markov sent an open letter to the leader of the extreme right
wing in the Duma accusing him of organizing that campaign
(Grodzensky 1987, pp. 104 — 105). That same author describes other
instances of Markov’s struggle against anti-Semitism including his
newspaper letter in which he called humiliating a requirement to solve
an equation of the tenth degree with grotesgue coefficients at an
examination of a Jewish entrant to the Kharkov Technol ogical
Institute in 1913 (Grodzensky 1987, pp. 102 — 104).

Kirill, the Patriarch of Moscow and all (crass medieval) Russia, not
so long ago publicly stated that the Jews are less worthy. He certainly



did not justify his statement. And he is known to enjoy earthly life, so |
recall the saying (1 Samuel 10:11): Is Saul also among the prophets?

An anonymous site About the Jews (which now disappeared) had a
very, very long list of eminent figures, al of them expressing anti-
Semitic feelings. Who could have compiled it? The Russian Orthodox
Church or someone sponsored by it. And where is our defender
Gorky? Where is Lenin (that rascal and quadroon, with a quarter of
Jewish blood) who backed Gorky? American presidents? Now be
patient! Hidden after that list we find: Countries which had banished
Yids! The site disappeared? Only because it was not commeil faut ...

At the very first opportunity bestial anti-Semitism will splash out on
the streets.

In Russia, a pocket communist party isin existence and many
Russians are still in awe of Stalin’s memory. So much for the so-
called genetic memory of a people! But communist ideology is not
sufficient and neither is the Western practice of placing an individual
way ahead of his state (which signifies the downfall of Europe even
apart from its submission to the Muslims). And so, religion had
remained as the only possible state ideology. Thisiswhy Patriarch
Kirill actually governs Russia alongside its mighty president. The
Academy of Sciences kowtows to religion and Markov’s views about
it are anathema. | think that even academicians hardly know about
them.

Two proposals had been recently publicly made: to include the
Church Slavonic language into the curricula of the secondary school
(apparently at the expense of English or natural science or
mathematics), and to return to the old, Julian style since the Church

and some religious bodies never abandoned it ...

Acknowledgement. My previous publication (1989, p. 340) partly described the
excommunication episode, whereas Markov’s struggle against anti-Semitism was
fully described in my paper (2007, pp. 291 — 292).
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Mouemy A. A. MapKoB xofaTanicTBoBal
06 OT/ly4YeHUN OT LIEPKBU?

B thepane 1912 r. KpynHenwnii matematuk, akageMmmk A. A. MapKoB, Hanpasu/
X0faTancTBo 06 OTNy4eHUM OT PyccKoii npaBocnaBHoi Lepkem (PT1LL) B eé CeaTelLumnin
CuHog. CvHog, ofHako, pewumn, 4yto MapkoB oTnas OT LUepKBu, a nepes aTUM OAuH U3 eé
NepapxoB 3asBU/1 CUHOAY, YTO 0T/IydeHMe (No npumepy ToncToro) 66110 6bl CANLLKOM
NnoYyéTHO MapkoBy. Becb 3TOT 3Mn304 Ha OCHOBE apXMBHbLIX 4OKYMEHTOB onuncan Emensx
(1954).

Ho nouemy ke MapkoB xofaTaincteoBas 06 OT/lyYeHUH, U MOYEMY UMEHHO B heBpasie
1912 r., xoTa Tonctou 6bin oTAy4éH B 1901 1. 1 ymep B 1910 r.? MapKoB ykasas, 4To He
BEpUT B 6MGNEIACKNE NCTOPUN, YTO HE BUAWT 0COBOro OT/INUMS MEXAY MKOHAMKU U U0Namu u
He COYYBCTBYET PennrnamM, Kotopble, Nog406HO NPaBOCNaBuio, NOLAEP>KMNBAIOTCS OMHEM U
MeyoM ¥ caMu ciy>KaT UM.

Mao n3BecTHo, uto B 1910 r., nepef camoi cMepTbio TONCTOro, CUHOA 06CYXKAan, He
CNefoBasio /i OTMEHUTL OT/IyYeHMe, HO PeLUns, YTO A5 3TOTO He MOSBUIOCH HUKAKMX
0CHOBaHuA. O6 3TOM Cco06LLMNa KPOXOTHas aHOHMMHas 3ameTka (1910), 1 3T0 Xe OTPaXKeHO
B apXMBHbIX JOKYMEHTaxX CUHOZA.

B 1912 r. 0 peLleHUN CUHOAA BUAUMO ObINO ELLLE XOPOLLO 13BECTHO, HO BCE XXe NPOLUsIo
bonee roga, npexae, 4eM MapkoB Nofasn CBOE Xo4aTaincTso. [lymaeTcs, YTo OHO ObIo
BbI3BAHO OTBPATUTE/IbHbIM KPOBaBbIM HaBETOM, 006BMHEHMEM Beininca, MpocToro ciyxatero
KneBCKOro KMpnmuyHOro 3aBofa, B pUTyaibHOM Y6UIACTBE XPUCTUAHCKOI0 MalbunKa.

CnepctBue pacTAHYIOCh Ha fiBa rofa, Ho 3aTeM, Moc/e cyaebHOro crefcTaus, NPUCSKHbIE,
NpOCTble PyCCKMe Ntoan, onpasgann beinnca. Ho nepep cyaom 1 BO BpeMsi HEro
pa3BepHynacb oronTenas aHTUCEMUTCKAA KaMnaHus, KOTOPYIO MOALEP>KMBa/IN caMble
BNNATENbHbIE NIMLA W, KOCBEHHO, PI1L.

MHorve nepefoBble AesTeny NPOTECTOBA/IN U NPOTUB 00BMHEHMS Belinnca, n NpoTvB
aHTMCEMMTCKOIN KaMnaHmn. AKTUBHO npoTtecToBan 1 Mapkos (I"pogseHckuii 1987, ¢. 104 —
105).

B 6uorpadmn MapkoBa, KOTOPYH Hanucan ero cbiH, AHapeii AHApeeBny MapKoB-
mnagwmin (1953), matemaTuk 1 uneH-koppecnoHgeHT AH CCCP, 1903 — 1979,
rnepeneyaTaHo 3TO XOLATaNCTBO OTLA. Tam e NpuBeeHa BblAepKa U3 NMcbMa akafeMmka
A. H. Kpbinosa TpeTbemy nuuy (faty nucbma MapKoB-MiafLLUmnin He yKasas), KOTOpbIi
YromsHYnN 0 NpoTecTe MapKoBa-cTapLuero nNpoTus 0T/lydeHus ToncToro. MogobHbIX
NPOTECTOB 6bI10 04EHb MHOT0, HO, MES BbICOKYHO Hay4HYHO penyTauuio 1 3aH1UMas BUAHOe
MOJSI0XKEHVE, MPOTECTOBATb ObII0 HEMPUINYHO.

"poA3eHCKMIA onurcan 1 apyrue anu3oabl 60pbobl MapkoBa NPOTMB aHTUCEMUTM3MA. Tak, B
ra3eTHOM NMCbMe OH Ha3Ba/1 YHU3WTENbHbIM TPeboBaHWe, NpeAbABIEHHOE EBPELD,
abuTypreHTy XapbKOBCKOr0 TEXHOMOMMYECKOro MHCTUTYTA, PELUUTb HEMbIC/TUMOE
ypaBHeHwe.

ECTb HblHe B Poccnn KapMaHHasi KOMMYHUCTUYeCKas NapTus, HO KOMMYHUCTUYECKas
NOeoNorna HeAOCTaTOYHO CUIbHA, XOTb MHOTME 0 CUX MOP BCMOMUHAKOT BeNMKoro CtasimHa.
(Hwvkakol reHeTUMYeCKOM NaMsaTy HapoAbl, BUAMMO, He MMerOT.) He npusmnack 1 3anagHas
naeonorus, cTaesLlas OTAeNIbHOMO YesioBeKa Bbille rocygapcraa. (CHOBa 3aMeTUM B CKOOKax:
OHa, AaXKe He3aBMCMMO OT NMPONCXOAALLEr0 NOAYNHEHWA EBPOMbLI BOMHCTBEHHOMY UCMaMYy,
npefBeLLaeT eé ynafok.) Bot noyemy B Poccum BocTpe6oBaHa rocyapCTBEHHAsA pPeinrug, u
Kupwnn, Matprapx MockoBcKuii 1 Bees (apemyudein) Pycu, npaBut Poccueli HapaBHe ¢
npe3vaeHTOM. VI3BECTHO, YTO OH He YypaeTCs 3eMHbIX PafoCTe, U BCNOMUHAETCS BONPOC
(MepBas kHura yapcts 10:12): Hey>kenn 1 Cayn Bo npopokax? Ctanv U3BeCTHbI [Ba
PENUTNO3HBIX NPEeANOXeHNA: BBECTU B LLKO/AX NPenojasaHie LepKOBHO-CNaBAHCKONO A3blKa



(3a CYET MHOCTPaHHbIX A3bIKOB UM €CTECTBO3HAHNSA) N BEPHYTLCA K HO/IMAHCKOMY
KanieHgapto, 6naro PIL, Tak 1 He 0TKasanacb OT Hero.

MosiBMACA, HO MOTOM UCHe3 aHOHUMHBIV calT O eBpesiX, U B HEM [/IMHHIOLMIA CNINCOK
aHTUCEMUTCKIMX BbICKa3blBaHWUIA BECbMa U3BECTHbIX WL, HO rae Haw 3awmTHUK, TOpbKUiA?
I"ie nofaep>KaBLUKiA ero JIeHWH, 3TOT M3BEpPr Pofa YeI0BeHeCKOro U KBapTEPOH C YETBEPTHLIO
eBpelicKoin KpoBmn? I'e aMepuKaHCKmne Npe3vuaeHTbl, FAe MHOTMe Apyrie, BbipaXasLumne
NPOTNBOMOIOXHOE MHEHMe?

Bnpouem, 5 gowén Ao KoHua cnucka 1 ysuaen CTpaHbl, U3 KOTOpPbIX U3roHanucb XXUbl.

CaiiTa 60/bLLE HET, HO TO/IbKO NOTOMY, YTO Hafo e Bblfo CobMAaTb KakKne-To NPUINUKS.
I He coMHeBaiTeCh: NP NepBoit XKe BO3MOXHOCTY KPOBaBbl aHTUCEMUTM3M BbIM/IECHETCS
Ha YLl POCCUNCKMX FOPOLOB.

AkafeMuns Hayk npecmbIKaeTCs nepes pemruen, n aHahemckoe MHeHve MapkoBa Bpsaf,
N BCnoMuHaeTcs. Mossunock cooblueHne: Matprapxa 06bABAT NpoteccopoM AKagemmu,
HO B NMOCNEAHWIA MOMEHT OT 3TOr0 OTKasannch. Y BNpsaMb, Hafo Xe 6b110 BHaYase BBECTU
TaKoe NOYETHOe 3BaHKe N BblIopaTb (KeM? Kak?) X0Ta 6bl 20 npodeccopos.
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MecTo nsgaHus I/I36p. TPyaoB HE 6b1/10 YKa3aHo. Crano 1M3BecTHO, YTO MHOTME KMacCUYecKme Hay4Hbl€ KHUTW
neyatajincb B I'Ie|7|nu,|/|re B CUéT penapau,mf/’l M YTO B OTBET Ha BOMNPOCHl aBTOPOB KHmxHasa nanarta npocunia
YKa3bIlBaTb MECTOM M3aaHUA MOCKBy.



